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For Immediate Release: March 3, 2008
SHE’S BACK!
ILSA, QUEEN OF THE NAZI LOVE CAMP
RETURNS TO CELEBRATE ONE YELLOW RABBIT’S
25TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON
Calgary, AB – One Yellow Rabbit Performance Theatre (OYR) is proud to present a remount of its best-known and most popular production of all time, Ilsa, Queen of the Nazi Love Camp, at the Big Secret Theatre in the EPCOR CENTRE for the Performing Arts, March 26 to April 12, 2008.
Written by Blake Brooker, with music by David Rhymer, this high-spirited, black comedy romp tells the story of Ilsa and The Colonel, two Nazis whose quest for Hitler’s lost offspring leads them to Alberta in search of real-life Holocaust denier Jim Keegstra. 
Famously banned in 1992 by the Alberta Court of Queen’s Bench during the Keegstra trial, OYR has not performed the play in over 13 years, since its closing run in Perth, Australia in 1995. It was last seen by Calgary audiences in 1994. 
An auto mechanic, former mayor, and a social studies teacher in Eckville, Alberta, Keegstra was stripped of his teaching certificate and charged under the Criminal Code of Canada in 1984 for “wilfully promoting hatred against an identifiable group” by teaching his students the Holocaust was a fraud. The trial eventually went to the Supreme Court of Canada and became a landmark legal case, receiving major international attention in the process. 
“In the end it is a simple musical satire about a simple, though deeply misguided, teacher. We are pleased to revisit this dark comedy for our 25th anniversary,” says Blake Brooker, Co-artistic director of One Yellow Rabbit.
OYR Associate Artist Denise Clarke reprises her role as Ilsa, the Teutonic Temptress. OYR Ensemble Member Andy Curtis and Co-artistic Director Michael Green return in their unforgettable roles as Jim Keegstra and The Colonel, respectively. The show's original live musicians, composer David Rhymer and the great violinist Karl Roth, also return to the stage. Ilsa is directed by Blake Brooker.
Ilsa, Queen of the Nazi Love Camp is a side-splittingly funny musical satire within which includes a prayer for the victims of the Holocaust, and a timely reminder of the danger posed by those who ignore – or rewrite – history.  It is OYR’s statement against racism and intolerance, attempting to correct, through laughter, the negative light the Keegstra case cast on the province of Alberta and its citizens.
Although OYR had already built a reputation as a groundbreaking theatre creator throughout the 1980s, it was Ilsa that cemented the company’s national notoriety, and propelled its international touring career. Ilsa received rave reviews when it appeared at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in Scotland in 1994 and the Perth Festival in Australia in 1995.
“daring and delightfully ironic musical satire”
— The Guardian,  London, England
“an avante garde musical comedy with a daring streak”
— XPress Magazine, Perth, Australia
“intelligent, subversive cabaret with great music”
— The Herald, Glasgow, Scotland
      “


   ”

— Globe and Mail
Previ[image: image2..pict]ew dates for Ilsa are March 26 and 27, 2008. Official opening night is March 28, 2008.
Wednesday, March 26 (preview) — Pay-what-you-can at the door or $14 in advance
Thursday, March 27 (preview) — Pay-what-you-can at the door or $14 in advance
Sunday matinees — Pay-what-you-can at the door or $14 in advance
    Regular prices are: 

Wednesdays $19, Thursdays $22, Fridays $28 and Saturdays $30
Tickets available at Ticketmaster 299-8888 or ticketmaster.ca or oyr.org 
For more information 264-3224 or oyr.org
oyr.org
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